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BAPTIST CHURCH

PUTTING THE FAMILY BACK TOGETHER





Christian Education Course Syllabus
Course Number/Name:  Survey of the Pauline Epistles  

FNS 310 – The Book of Philippians


FNS 311 – The Book of Colossians


FNS 312 – The Book of Philemon

Course Session/Dates:  Wednesdays, October 05, 2022, to March 15, 2023. 
Course Description:  
· 310 – The Book of Philippians:  Philippians can be called the epistle of joy and encouragement in the midst of adverse circumstance.  In this epistle, Paul writes to convey his love and gratitude for the Philippian believers, acknowledges their consistent testimony and support, to exhorts them to a lifestyle of unity, holiness, and joy, and to lovingly urges them to center their actions and thoughts on the pursuit of the person and power of Christ.  This study will teach us that as believers in Christ we can have “Joy” in the midst of circumstances far beyond our control. 
· 311 – The Book of Colossians:  Colossians is perhaps the most Christ-centered book in the Bible.  Paul writes this short epistle to combat a growing heresy threatening the church at Colossae, by stressing the supremacy of the person of Christ and the completeness of our salvation in Him.  Then as an antidote, and to refute the threat of the heresy Paul presents a proper view of the true attributes of Christ and encourages the Colossian believers to continue in the faith.  This study will teach us that because of our union with Christ in His death, resurrection, and exaltation as our foundation for life, we are complete in Him.  
· 312 – The Book of Philemon:  As one of the prison epistles, Philemon is the shortest and perhaps the most intimate of all Paul’s epistles.  Paul wrote this short letter to apply the life changing effects of Christianity on the social condition of slavery.  Philemon is a model of Christian courtesy, discretion, and concern for the forgiveness of someone who would otherwise be facing death.  This study will teach us how to forgive and accept someone who wronged us when we have every right to demand restitution.     

Overview of the Pauline Epistles:  The Pauline Epistles teach much of the doctrine the Christian faith is built upon, the relationship between law and grace, how the church should function as a body of baptized believers, the difficult theological issues of election, predestination, and foreknowledge and they explain the doctrines of sanctification, justification, redemption, and reconciliation, in relations to salvation.  This study will focus on the following Pauline epistles Philippians, Colossians, and Philemon.  
Facilitator:  Rev. Dr. Charles A. Lundy, Pastor, M.Div., DMin.   
Facilitator’s Email Address:  calundy@comcast.net  
Course Schedule:  7:00- 8:30 p.m.  
Course Location:  Zoom Link (virtual gathering).  
Course Objectives:  Upon completion of the course, students will be able to:  

a)  Understand the authorship, writing date, and a synopsis of the key doctrinal concepts, people, events, and messages of each these three books.  

b)  Provide a basic understanding of the scriptures that comprises the gospel of salvation through Paul’s constant struggle to present the single truth of Jesus Christ as the only gospel.  
Course Outline (Subject to Change)
Week 31:  5 October:  Philippians – Introduction and Overview 

We will review the background, date of writing, place of writing, and the major theme and an overview of the book.  Chapter 1:1 – 11 


Session Topic:  ‘Confident Enough to be Joyful’ 

Week 32:  12 October:  Philippians – chapter 1:12 – 20 

Session Topic: ‘What A Way to Live’ 

No class on 19 October – 


Bible study teacher is with the Golden Eagles on travel. 

Week 33:  26 October:  Philippians – chapter 1:21 – 30 


Session Topic: ‘Between a Rock and a Hard Place’ 

Week 34:  2 November:  Philippians – chapter 2:1 – 11 


Session Topic: ‘A Christlike Descent into Greatness ’ 

Week 35:  9 November:  Philippians – chapter 2:12 – 18 


Session Topic: ‘Working out God’s Inner Work’ 

Week 36:  19 November:  Philippians – chapter 2:19 – 30 


Session Topic: ‘A Son and a Brother’ 
No class on 23 November – 


Bible study class participating in Thanksgiving’s Eve Dial-in Prayer. 

Week 37:  30 November:  Philippians – chapter 3:1 – 11 


Session Topic: ‘Human Rubbish versus Divine Righteousness’ 
Week 38:  7 December:  Philippians – chapter 3:12 – 21 


Session Topic: ‘Hanging Tough and Looking Up’ 
Week 39:  14 December:  Philippians – chapter 4:1 – 9 


Session Topic: ‘The Cure for Anger and Anxiety’ 

No class on 21 December – 10 January 


Bible study class is on Christmas break. 

Week 40:  11 January:  Philippians – chapter 4:10 – 23 


Session Topic: ‘Living Beyond our Needs’ 
Week 41:  18 January:  Colossians – Introduction and Overview 

We will review the background, date of writing, place of writing, and the major theme and an overview of the book.  Chapter 1:1 – 14 


Session Topic: ‘Praying For Knowledge of the Truth’ 
Week 42:  25 January – chapter 1:15 – 23 


Session Topic: ‘Crowning Christ as Lord of All’ 

Week 43:  1 February – chapter 1:24 – 29 


Session Topic: ‘A Precise Explanation of Ministry’ 
Week 44:  8 February – chapter 2:1 – 10 


Session Topic: ‘Counsel from a Concerned Apostle’ 

Week 45:  15 February – chapter 2:11 – 23 


Session Topic: ‘Living Forgiven … and Free’ 

Week 46:  22 February – chapter 3:1 – 14 


Session Topic: ‘Spot-on Advice from a Seasoned Mentor’ 

Week 47:  1 March – chapter 3:15 – 4:1 


Session Topic: ‘Wherever, Whatever, Whenever, However … Christ’ 

Week 48:  8 March – chapter 4:2 – 6 


Session Topic: ‘The Big Deal about Little Things’ 
Week 49:  15 March – chapter 4:7 – 18 


Session Topic: ‘A Friendly Farewell’ 
Week 50:  22 March: Philemon – Introduction and Overview 

We will review the background, date of writing, place of writing, and the major theme and an overview of the book.  Chapter 1:1 – 25 


We will also discuss the single chapter as:


Session Topic: ‘A Study in Forgiveness’ [image: image2.png]
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